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and fled, leaving, according to Falkland, 400l out of their
thousand dead upon the field. Rupert had drawn first blood.
"This rencounter proved of unspeakable advantage and
benefit to the King ... and rendered the name of Prince
Rupert very terrible and exceedingly appalled the enemy."
The losses among his own men were insignificant, but de-
spite his dashing and effective charge Rupert was not strong
enough to hold Worcester, and on the 24th the city was
occupied by Essex without resistance.

A few days later Falkland, who was in attendance upon
the King at Shrewsbury, addressed to Lord Cumberland
the following letter. Brief references to this remarkably
interesting letter may be found in Eliot Warburton's Memoirs
of Prince Rupert, and in Gardiner,2 but I am not aware that
it has ever been reprinted since it was first issued in pamphlet
form in 1642. This fact, combined with its intrinsic import-
ance, may be held to justify citation in extenso.

" A letter sent from the Lord Falkland, Principal Secre-
tarie to his Majestic,

" Unto the Right Honourable, Henry Earle of Cumber-
land at York,

" Concerning the late Conflict before Worcester, with the
State of his Majesties Annie now at Shrewsbury.

" MY LORD,

"I know ere this time you have divers and
severall relations of Prince Robert's encounter with the
Earle of Essex forces before Worcester, the 23 of Septem-
ber. I could have written sooner, but stayed till I could
have an exact Relation, which I now doe from men of
honour, and present in the action. The King being informed

1 Clarendon, always anxious to minimise Rupert's successes, says forty or
fifty.
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